338   NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN: MAN OF PEACE

again/   That is what I am doing.   When I come
back, I hope I may be able to say as Hotspur says
in Henry IV 'out of this nettle danger we pluck
the flower safety/ " Munich was really a ceremony.
Hitler by inviting the three statesmen, and the three
statesmen by accepting, had agreed in advance that
settlement should precede action.  The fundamental
point upon which Mr. Chamberlain had insisted at
Berchtesgaden was vindicated at Munich.   Hitler's
wanton demands at Godesberg for European approval
ex post facto had through Mr. Chamberlain's patience
and technique been whittled down, and the original
principle of peace by negotiation upheld.   As for
Munich itself the outstanding feature of the occasion
was the wonderful welcome Mr. Chamberlain received
from the German crowds. There is no doubt about its
sincerity which went far beyond the bounds of official
applause for a distinguished visitor; it was a real
tribute for the work of the man whose objective was
so closely in line with their deepest hopes.   Hitler
had gone to the old Austrian frontier to meet the
Duce and his son-in-law Count Ciano. This arrange-
ment enabled the two Dictators to have an hour's
private discussion together.

When the Big Four had assembled at the Fuehrer's
house Mr. Chamberlain drew their attention to the
Czechs by suggesting that some of their representa-
tives should be present to pass on to their Govern-
ment the decisions reached at the conference. The
Big Four worked quietly in one room, their staff of
assistants and experts in another next to them codify-
ing their ideas and decisions. Preliminary decisions
were reached by three o'clock, by which time the
Press was able to forecast that the balance was in
favour of peace and that agreement was in sight.
The second sitting lasted from 4.30 to 8.30 when
there was an adjournment for dinner. The last